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MODULE 4.1 

SUSTAINABILITY  
DATA COLLECTION

To improve your 
sustainability position, 
it is important to 
understand the baseline 
of what energy and 
resources you presently 
use and the waste 
generated and recycled 
from your distillery 
operations or process.

This baseline will also 
enable you to calculate 
how much they cost, 
and the emissions they 
generate. 

The Spirits Victoria 
Sustainability Data 
Collection Tool provides 
a great starting point for 
understanding a simple 
‘baseline’.

To complete this tool you 
will need to understand 
what and where to gather 
records and information of 
your Scope 1, 2 and 3 
emissions. Follow the steps 
below (or within the tool  
to collate the data prior to 
entering it into the tool).

MODULE 4

SPIRITS VICTORIA 
SUSTAINABILITY DATA 
COLLECTION TOOL

https://www.spiritsvictoria.org.au/s/24-08-04-SVA-Toolkit-V1.xlsx
https://www.spiritsvictoria.org.au/s/24-08-04-SVA-Toolkit-V1.xlsx
https://www.spiritsvictoria.org.au/s/24-08-04-SVA-Toolkit-V1.xlsx
https://www.spiritsvictoria.org.au/s/24-08-04-SVA-Toolkit-V1.xlsx
https://www.spiritsvictoria.org.au/s/24-08-04-SVA-Toolkit-V1.xlsx
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Understanding Emissions in Distilleries Key Sources of Emissions Data Emissions Data Responsibility

Scope 1 Scope 1 emissions are direct greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions from sources that are owned or 
controlled by the distillery. These include 
emissions from the combustion of fuels in 
distillery boilers, fermenters, and vehicles used 
for transporting products and raw materials.

To accurately report Scope 1 emissions, distilleries need to gather data from 
several internal sources. This includes:

1. 	 Fuel Consumption Records: Data from meters, fuel purchase receipts, or 
invoices for fuels used in boilers and other combustion equipment.

2. 	 Fermentation Process Logs: Information on emissions resulting from the 
fermentation process, which can include CO2 emissions.

3. 	 Utility Bills: Bills detailing the use of natural gas or other fuels directly 
consumed by the distillery.

4. 	 Vehicle Logs: Records of fuel usage from vehicles owned or controlled by the 
distillery.

The data required to calculate Scope 1 emissions is typically found within several 
departments of a distillery:

1. 	 Operations and Facilities Management: Often holds data on fuel usage and combustion 
processes.

2. 	 Production Department: Manages data on the fermentation process and any emissions 
associated with it.

3. 	 Fleet Management: Keeps records of fuel consumption and emissions from distillery-
owned or controlled vehicles.

4. 	 Procurement: May have records of fuel purchases.
5. 	 Environmental, Health, and Safety (EHS): Typically involved in tracking

Scope 2 Scope 2 emissions are indirect greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions from the consumption of 
purchased electricity, steam, heat, or cooling by 
the distillery. These emissions occur at the 
facility where the electricity or other energy 
sources are generated, not at the distillery itself.

To accurately report Scope 2 emissions, distilleries need to gather data on their 
energy consumption. This includes:

1. 	 Electricity Bills: Detailed monthly or annual invoices from the utility provider 
showing the amount of electricity consumed.

2. 	 Utility Statements for Steam, Heat, or Cooling: Bills or statements detailing the 
usage of any purchased steam, heat, or cooling.

3. 	 Energy Consumption Records: Internal records tracking the energy 
consumption of the distillery’s operations.

The data required to calculate Scope 2 emissions is typically found within several 
departments of a distillery:

1. 	 Facilities Management: Often holds data on electricity and other energy consumption.
2. 	 Accounts Payable: Manages invoices and payments to utility providers.
3. 	 Environmental, Health, and Safety (EHS): Typically involved in tracking and reporting 

emissions and may have centralized data on energy consumption.
4. 	 Operations Management: May have internal records or logs tracking energy use across 

different production processes.

Scope 3  
(Materials)

Scope 3 emissions are indirect greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions that occur in the value chain of 
the reporting company, including both upstream 
and downstream emissions. For distilleries, 
Scope 3 emissions related to materials include 
emissions from the production, transportation, 
and disposal of raw materials and packaging 
used in the distillation process.

To accurately report Scope 3 emissions, distilleries need to gather data on their 
material consumption and related activities. This includes:

1. 	 Supplier Data: Information from suppliers about the carbon footprint of raw 
materials and packaging.

2. 	 Transportation Records: Data on the transportation of raw materials to the 
distillery, including distances and modes of transport.

3.	 Waste Disposal Records: Details on the disposal of materials, including 
recycling and waste management practices.

The data required to calculate Scope 3 emissions related to materials is typically found 
within several departments of a distillery:

1. 	 Procurement: Manages supplier relationships and can provide data on the sourcing and 
carbon footprint of materials.

2. 	 Logistics: Tracks transportation details and can provide information on the movement 
of raw materials.

3. 	 Sustainability or Environmental, Health, and Safety (EHS): Often involved in tracking and 
reporting emissions and may have centralized data on material use and waste disposal.

4. 	 Production Management: May have internal records or logs tracking the usage and 
disposal of materials in the distillation process.

Scope 3 
(Waste)

Scope 3 emissions are indirect greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions that occur in the value chain of 
the reporting company, including both upstream 
and downstream emissions. For distilleries, 
Scope 3 emissions related to waste include 
emissions from the disposal and treatment of 
waste generated during the distillation process 
and from the disposal of packaging used.

To accurately report Scope 3 emissions, distilleries need to gather data on their 
waste management practices and related activities. This includes:

1. 	 Supplier Data: Information from waste management suppliers about the 
carbon footprint of their services.

2. 	 Transportation Records: Data on the transportation of waste from the distillery 
to disposal or recycling facilities, including distances and modes of transport.

3. 	 Waste Disposal Records: Details on the types and amounts of waste generated, 
along with information on recycling, composting, incineration, or landfill 
practices.

The data required to calculate Scope 3 emissions related to waste is typically found within 
several departments of a distillery:

1. 	 Procurement: Manages relationships with waste management suppliers and can 
provide data on the carbon footprint of waste disposal services.

2. 	 Logistics: Tracks transportation details and can provide information on the movement 
of waste materials.

3. 	 Sustainability or Environmental, Health, and Safety (EHS): Often involved in tracking 
and reporting emissions and may have centralized data on waste generation and 
disposal practices.

4. 	 Production Management: May have internal records or logs tracking the types and 
amounts of waste produced during the distillation process.

Scope 3 
(Water)

Scope 3 emissions are indirect greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions that occur in the value chain of 
the reporting company, including both upstream 
and downstream emissions. For distilleries, 
Scope 3 emissions related to water include 
emissions from the extraction, treatment, and 
transportation of water used in the distillation 
process, as well as the treatment and disposal of 
wastewater.

To accurately report Scope 3 emissions, distilleries need to gather data on their 
water usage and related activities. This includes: 

1.	 Supplier Data: Information from water suppliers about the carbon footprint of 
water extraction, treatment, and delivery.

2.	 Water Use Records: Data on the amount of water used in the distillation 
process, including both process and cooling water.

3.	 Wastewater Treatment Records: Details on the treatment and disposal of 
wastewater, including the types of treatment processes used and their 
associated emissions.

The data required to calculate Scope 3 emissions related to water is typically found within 
several departments of a distillery:

1. 	 Procurement: Manages relationships with water suppliers and can provide data on the 
carbon footprint of water extraction and delivery services.

2. 	 Operations Management: Tracks water usage details and can provide information on 
the amount and types of water used in the distillation process.

3. 	 Sustainability or Environmental, Health, and Safety (EHS): Often involved in tracking 
and reporting emissions and may have centralized data on water use and wastewater 
treatment practices.

4. 	 Facilities Management: May have records or logs tracking the usage and disposal of 
water within the distillery.

MODULE 4

Figure 4-1 How and Where to Collect Sustainability Data



4DISTILLERS SA—INTRODUCTION 
TO SUSTAINABILITY IN DISTILLING

Distillers SA is the industry 
association of choice for 
South Australian spirit and 
liqueur makers, offering 
South Australian distilleries 
the opportunity for business 
growth, support and 
industry representation.

As a member, you’ll gain 
access to a robust network 
of local industry experts and 
training, receive valuable 
insights into market trends 
and regulatory changes, 
and enjoy attending our 
quarterly networking events 
across the state.
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Membership also gives SA 
distillers free access to 
national resources and 
support from the Australian 
Distillers Association, 
including access to national 
sustainability resources  
and information.

Distillers SA fosters 
collaboration and innovation 
within the industry, and 
membership is open to any 
person or company invested 
in furthering the integrity 
and innovation of distilling 
in South Australia.

> Become a Distillers  
SA Member

The knowledge and content 
within the Introduction to 
Sustainability in Distilling 
Modules has been informed 
by technical advice and 
input from > Colby Phillips 
Advisory in consultation 
with SA distilleries and 
under the management of 
> Distillers SA.

The Modules were 
developed from the 
information in the ‘Distillers 
Guide to Sustainability—
A practical guide and 
reference library for South 
Australia’s spirit producers 
to boost sustainability in 
their distillery’, prepared  
by Colby Phillips Advisory 
(December, 2024). The 
design of these modules 
was created by Adelaide 
based, drinks specialist, 
Parallax Design.

The development of these 
modules would not have 
been possible without the 
generous funding and 
collaborative support of  
> Green Industries SA 
through its Lead-Educate-
Assist-Promote (LEAP) 
Grant program.

Become a Member 
of Distillers SA
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